
Federal Department of Foreign Affairs FDFA

Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation SDC

Swiss Agency for 

Development and 

Cooperation

Thomas Gass
SDC, South Cooperation

2019



Federal Department of Foreign Affairs FDFA

Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation SDC

Why does Switzerland do development cooperation?

Solidarity
Reducing poverty 

in the world

Peace, democracy and 

human rights
Contributing to respect for human rights 

and promoting peace, democracy and 

equal opportunities

International network
Contributing to the network of contacts in 

developing and emerging countries

Investment 

in the future
Protecting natural resources, 

safeguarding interests, security and 

prosperity

Global risks
For example, climate, food, water

and health

Employing innovative solutions 
In bilateral programmes and influencing 

international policy 
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SDC

Manuel Sager, Director General

212 expatriate staff

642 staff members

at SDC

430 staff members

in Switzerland

3195 local staff at 

DFAE

Federal Department of Foreign Affairs 

(FDFA)

Ignazio Cassis, Federal Councilor
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Departments of the SDC

South Cooperation

Cooperation with Eastern Europe

Humanitarian Aid and SHA

Global Cooperation
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Humanitari

an aid

Technical 

cooperation 

and financial 

aid

Economic and 

trade policy 

measures

Transition 

cooperation

Common strategy 

Measures to 

promote peace 

and human 

security

Dispatch for 2017-2020
Common efforts and complementary instruments

Synergies

SDC SECO HSD
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Development cooperation

Development cooperation with Eastern Europe 

Swiss contribution to the enlarged EU

Swiss Humanitarian Aid priorities 

SDC‘s priority countries and focus regions
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CHF 11.11 billion committed to international 

cooperation 2017-2020

2%

9%

10%

19%

60%

Measures to promote peace and
human security (HSD)

Transition cooperation in Eastern
Europe (SDC, SECO)

Economic and trade policy measures
for development cooperation (SECO)

Humanitarian Aid (SDC)

Technical cooperation and financial aid
for developing countries (SDC)
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2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development – 17 SDGs


